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By Erika Martin 
Staff Writer

To the outside world, Isla Vista looks 
like a college-town paradise.

Sun-kissed students glide beneath the 
palm trees on bicycles and skateboards, 
taking in stunning beach cliff views along 
the way to class at nearby UC Santa Bar-
bara. Restaurants with cheap eats dot the 

main thoroughfare, and beer is never too 
difficult to come by.

But inside Isla Vista, there is a darker 
side. With 23,000 people crammed into a 

Isla Vista shows the dark side of paradise

Sexual assaults on campus. Delto-
pia riots. Cringeworthy rankings as 
a top party school. The annual hold-
your-breath Halloween chaos.

None of this horrible behavior 
has stopped UC Santa Barbara from 
recruiting the best and brightest stu-
dents and faculty to Isla Vista.

But a murder spree by Elliot Rod-
ger, a mentally unstable 22-year-old, 
changed all of that. Although Rodger 
was not a UCSB student — his cre-
dentials were far short of those typi-
cally required for admission to the 
world-class university — his murder 
of six innocent people has shocked the 

UCSB community and the nation.
Isla Vista is no longer an island. 
Viewed narrowly, Rodger’s rampage was 

the result of a tragically ineffective response 
by family, mental health professionals and 
the Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Office. 

Amid grief, 
vocal calls for 
gun control
By Marissa Wenzke 
Special to the Business Times

“When will this insanity stop? When will 
enough people say, ‘Stop this madness, we don’t 
have to live like this?’ Too many have died. We 
should say to ourselves, ‘Not one more,’ ” Rich-
ard Martinez told reporters after his son was 
shot and killed in the Isla Vista murder spree 
that left seven people dead on May 23.

Richard Martinez, a Santa Maria attorney, 
is the father of 20-year-old UC Santa Barbara 
student Chris Martinez, the final victim in the 
Isla Vista murder rampage who was shot dead 
in IV Deli Mart.

Elliot Rodger, a 22-year-old Santa Barbara 
City College student, stabbed, shot and ran 
students over in a 14-block mass murder in 
Isla Vista that killed six victims and injured 
13. In the aftermath of the massacre, Richard 
Martinez pointed to pro-gun policymaking in-
fluenced by the National Rifle Association and 
lax gun-control laws as leading causes of the 
tragedy, which unfolded alongside the UCSB 

Violence underscores the need to bring Isla Vista in from the cold

IV Deli Mart owner Sam Hassan, left, welcomes a customer to his popular Isla Vista 
store, which has become a memorial and gathering place since the May 23 massacre.

In the line of fire
COMMUNITY ICON: Deli owners vow to ‘be strong’

By Patrick Kulp and Erika Martin 
Special to the Business Times

With the blood cleaned from the floor 
and flowers masking bullet holes in the 
windows, there was an air of business as 
usual Sunday afternoon at IV Deli 
Mart, just 36 hours after Christopher 

Michael-Martinez was murdered inside the 
store in a drive-by shooting that made in-
ternational headlines.

“As much as our hearts are broken, it’s 
time to move on and be strong,” said store 
owner Sam Hassan. “If you fall down, just 
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see GUN CONTROL on page 21A

see IV COMMUNITY on page 23A

see DELI on page 22A

see DUBROFF on page 19A
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stay 
connected
with your local business community. 

Follow the Business Times on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Linkedin for breaking  
news updates and information on what’s happening in the tri-county business community.


